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ties to justify lesser actions, which are nevertheless
irregular; but, I do say, that, circumstances con-
sidered, this war was managed with as much
humanity on both sides as could be expected, espe-
cially also considering the animosity of parties.
Bnt to return to the prince; he had not always
the same success in these enterprises; for sometimes
we came short home. And I cannot omit one plea-
sant adventure which happened to a party of ours,
in one of these excursions into Buckinghamshire.
The major of our regiment was soundly beaten by a
party, which, as I may say, was led by a woman;
and, if I had not rescued him, I know not but he
had been taken prisoner by a woman. It seems
our men had besieged some fortified house about
Oxfordshire, towards Tame, and the house being
defended by the lady in her husband's absence, she
had yielded the house upon a capitulation; one of
the articles of which was to march out with all her
servants, soldiers, and goods, and to be conveyed to
Tame; whether she thought to have gone no further,
or that she reckoned herself safe there, I know not;
but my major, with two troops of horse, meets with
this lady and her party, about five miles from Tame*
as we were coming back from our defeated attack
of Aylesbury. We reckoned ourselves in an enemy's
country, and had lived a little at large, or at discre-
tion, as it is called abroad; and these two troops
with the major were returning to our detachment
om a little village, where, at the farmer's houses
they had met with some liquor, and truly some of
his men were so drunk they could but just sit upon
their horses. The major himself was not much
better, and the whole body were but in a sorry con-
dition to fight. Upon the road they meet this party;
the lady having no design of fighting, and being as
she thought, under the protection of the article^

